Figure 6. US 4th and 8th Grade Student Achievement in Algebra-
Related Content. The TIMSS 4th grade test had an algebra related sub-test
("patterns, relations and functions') and the 8th grade test a full-scale algebra subtest.
Here are the average percent correct on each for all TIMSS countries. Each listis
divided into three tiers: those significantly above the mean, those not significantly
different from the mean, and those significantly below the mean. The USwasin the
middle tier in both cases. However, US 4th graders got alhigher percentage of their
a gebra sub-test correct than US 8th graders did for theirs. The 8th grade test had m
ore difficult items but US 8th grader mathematics was also less focued on algebra

than manv other countries.
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